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like a peanut. Not something Iwould
order again butinterestingtotry.

My next destination is a five-week
trip on the Trans-Mongolian and
Trans-Siberian railway from Beijing
to Moscow, then to Norway and
Iceland, then a few days’ stopoverin
Spainand Hong Kongtobreak the
journey backto Australia. This trip
hasbeen on my wish list for many
yearsand I can’t wait.

The place I want to visit most is
Cuba.Iwould lovetoseethe vibrant
coloured buildings and classic 1950s
cars and experience the beachside
bars, Cuban music and dancing.

Some dayIwould love to teach
Englishin Japan and immerse
myselfin the culture.Ilove thelocal
traditions, the food and drink. The

rural areas are simply beautiful and
thecitieshum 24/7. Locals are
extremely welcoming and friendly.

Imanage my currency in multiple
ways. I carry some cash in small
denominations, usually some
Australian cash and the currency of
the country I'mvisiting. I also carry a
creditcard, debitcard and a pre-
loaded travel card for emergencies.

WhenI’'monthe planelorderagin
and tonic, puton my noise-cancelling
headphones and settle in fora movie
marathon. Itake plenty of snacks

and drinklots of water on the flight.
Ialwaysbook awindow seat asIlove
seeing colours of a sunrise or sunset.

My packingstyleis practical. [take
only whatIneed for whatever type of
tripIamtaking. Layers areimportant,

and versatile items that can be used
for more than one purpose are useful,
forexample, I often useasarongasa
scarf. Ithink carefully about the best
luggage to use. IfTam taking lots of
publictransport, Iwill take a
backpackbutiflam using transfer
vehicles from airport to hotel, I will
takeasuitcase.

My travel superstitions are always
buy thelocal lucky charm and pay
the donation to enter the church or
temple -Iconsideritadditional
travelinsurance!

The worst thing that’s happened
tome while travelling waswhen I
wasayoung, pre-smartphone
backpacker.Itookabus from

Madrid to Carcassonne, France.
Inthe middle of the night, pouring
rain, the bus stops and the driver yells

“Carcassonne”. Iget offthebusand
realise we are in the middle of
nowhere.Iaskhowtogettotownand
thebusdriver says matter-of-factly
“your family collects you”. The bus
leftand Itrudged toatollbooth
where workers called a taxi for me.
The taxi took me to a hostel only to
find it closed for the winter, tried
another hostel and it’sunder
construction. With thatIget kicked
outofthe cab, walkto the train station
and buy aticket to Marseilles.

TheadviceI'd give to young
travellersis look up fromyour
phone! Allow yourselftoimmerse
yourselfinthelocal culture. Ifeel
lucky to have travelled in atime when
theinternet and smartphones were
non-existent, when you used printed
maps, guide books and you had to talk
toothersto find outinformation.

Once, when returning home after
many months backpacking
around the world, a customs officer
drilled me about where I had been
and asked ifTtravelled on another
passport. After respondingtoall the
questions, the officer apologised and
said Ilooked identical to a girl from
Canadawhowasadrug mulethey
were tryingto catch.

My worst solo travel experience
wasin Yangon, Myanmar, when a
monkey which had escaped from the
zoo attacked me leaving gaping
wounds on my legs. Iwas rushed toa
local hospital in a taxi. After waitinga
painful four hours, a nurse finally
secured arabies vaccine and Iwas
patched up and flown home to
Australia forimmediate surgery.

ThebestupgradeI’ve ever had was
on Canada’s Via Rail sleeper service
from Vancouver to Winnipeg. It was
almost winter and there weren’t
many passengers on-board sothe
Prestige Class Carriage was made
available complete with bar, charging
stations, unlimited snacks, teaand
coffee, acomfortablelounge and
glass-top carriage. Perfect.

Thebesthotel I’'ve ever stayed in
was L’AlyaNinh Van Bayin
Vietnam, booked through an Escape
travel deal. Staff asked the level of
service youdesired includingthe
type of music piped in the room,
the wine stocked in the minibar and
thelevel of attentiveness from the
butler -yesthat’s right, abutler!
Beautifully appointed villas,
includinga pool, indoor/outdoor
shower, indoor swing and views.
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LUXURY ROCKIES TOUR

Cruiselst Opening Hours:

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Check out 1000’s more offers at

www.cruiselst.com.au/press-offers
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QUEEN MARY 2

TOUR & CRUISE

DIAMOND PRINCESS
16 NIGHTS » 28 JANUARY 2020

* Return flights from Sydney
* 6 night tour with hotel stays
in Osaka, Gifu, Matsumoto/

Suwa and Tokyo

« Highlights: Mt Fuji’s 5th
Station & Hakone National.
Park, Shirakawa-go & more

* 8 night cruise from Tokyo
(Yokohama) visiting Mt Fuiji
( Shimizu), Kobe, Okinawa,
Taipei (Keelung) and Tokyo
(Yokohama)

 All meals and entertainment
onboard cruise

Exclusive price from

$3,399rp

Web Cruise Ref: PRIDI2801T

MALDIVES & THE UAE

NORWEGIAN JADE
22 NIGHTS » 26 FEBRUARY 2020

« Return flights from Sydney

¢ 1 night stay in Singapore

* 18 night cruise from
Singapore visiting Kuala
Lumpur (Port Klang),
Langkawi, Phuket (2 days/
1 night), Sabang, Maldives
(Male), Seychelles (Port
Victoria, 2 days/1 night),
Muscat, Khasab, Abu Dhabi
and Dubai

* All meals and entertainment
onboard

Exclusive price from

$2,699rp

Web Cruise Ref: NCLJD2602

TAHITI & HAWAII DISCOVERY

MAASDAM
21 NIGHTS ¢ 15 MARCH 2020

 Return flights from Sydney

* 1 night stay in Papeete

19 night cruise from Papeete
visiting Huahine, Bora Bora
(2 days/1 night), Cross
International Dateline,
Kiritimati (Christmas Island),
Cross International Dateline,
Lahaina, Hilo, scenic cruising
Kilauea Volcano to Kona,
Honolulu, Nawiliwili and
San Diego

¢ All meals and
entertainment onboard

Exclusive price from

Web Cruise Ref: HALMAA1503

& ALASKA CRUISE

KONINGSDAM
14 NIGHTS ¢ 15 JUNE 2020

* Return flights from Sydney

« 5 night tour with hotel stays
in Calgary, Canmore, Sun
Peaks and Whistler

« Highlights: Banff National
Park, Moraine Lake, Columbia
Icefield, Spiral Tunnels,
Vancouver tour & more

7 night cruise from Vancouver
cruising the Inside Passage
& Tracy Arm Inlet to Juneau,
Skagway, cruise Glacier Bay to
Ketchikan, cruise The Inside
Passage to Vancouver

* All meals and entertainment
onboard cruise

Exclusive price from

Web Cruise Ref: HALKON1506T

MYKONOS TO NEW YORK

CARNIVAL RADIANCE
27 NIGHTS * 02 JUNE 2020

 Return flights from Sydney

« 5 night stay in Mykonos

* Flight to Barcelona with a
3 night stay in Barcelona

* 13 night cruise from
Barcelona visiting Cartagena
(Murcia), Malaga, Funchal
(Madeira), Ponta Delgada,
Halifax (Nova Scotia) and
New York

 All meals and entertainment
onboard

3 night stay in New York

Exclusive price from

$3,899rr | $4,799rr | $4,899PP

Web Cruise Ref: CARNRDO206M

SYDNEY TO CAPE TOWN

QUEEN MARY 2
29 NIGHTS * 06 MARCH 2020

* 26 night cruise from Sydney
visiting Melbourne, Adelaide,
Margaret River (Busselton),
Perth (Fremantle), Port
Louis (Mauritius), Le Port
(Reunion), Durban, Port
Elizabeth and Cape Town
(overnight in port)

» All meals and entertainment
onboard

* 2 night stay in Cape Town

* One-way flight from

Cape Town to Sydney

Exclusive price from

$5,999rp

Web Cruise Ref: CUNQM20603C

All prices are ‘from prices’ and are per person, based on a twin share and were correct at time of going to print, are valid for new bookings only. Prices are inclusive of taxes and port charges. Transfers and gratuities may not be included in the price. Visas are the responsibility of the customer. Cruiselst recommends all travellers purchase travel insurance.
[tineraries, including hotels, airlines and advertised prices are subject to availability and subject to change/increase at any time. Airfares are based on economy flights. Cross International Dateline may lose/gain a day of the cruise.
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