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I  got my first passport when I was
13, for a trip to Singapore with my
mum and grandma. We stayed at
Le Meridien, Orchard Road – my
first big hotel. I loved learning
about the culture and visiting

temples. That was the year the travel 
bug bit me and I have travelled 
overseas almost every year since.

I’ve been to 56 countries, 
backpacking, adventuring, visiting 
friends and relatives and travelling 
for events such as weddings, 
birthdays and music festivals. I have 
been to six continents and I hope to 
make it seven, with Antarctica high 
on the list in the next few years.

My holidays are mostly devoted to 
food, culture and unique experiences. 
I like to seek out things that are a little 
different. I have explored food truck 
commissaries in Brooklyn, New York, 
learnt to cook traditional dishes with 
a local family in Myanmar, stayed in a 
monastery in Japan and taken a 
drawing class in India. I love trying 
different cuisines and I always make 
sure I visit the local supermarket and 
see what locals eat. 

My best meal has been at Astrid & 
Gaston in Lima, Peru. This is a 
restaurant by world-renowned chef 
Gaston Acurio. The highlight was the 
18-course degustation menu with 
matching wines themed around the 
seasons.  The entire meal service was 
amazingly theatrical.

The weirdest thing I’ve ever eaten 
is roasted silkworm larvae in Siem 
Reap, Cambodia. It was served 
sprinkled with sea salt and it tasted 

M Y  T R A V E L  C V M Y  T R A V E L  C V

Once, when returning home after 
many months backpacking 
around the world, a customs officer 
drilled me about where I had been 
and asked if I travelled on another 
passport. After responding to all the 
questions, the officer apologised and 
said I looked identical to a girl from 
Canada who was a drug mule they 
were trying to catch.

My worst solo travel experience 
was in Yangon, Myanmar, when a 
monkey which had escaped from the 
zoo attacked me leaving gaping 
wounds on my legs. I was rushed to a 
local hospital in a taxi. After waiting a 
painful four hours, a nurse finally 
secured a rabies vaccine and I was 
patched up and flown home to 
Australia for immediate surgery.

The best upgrade I’ve ever had was 
on Canada’s Via Rail sleeper service 
from Vancouver to Winnipeg. It was 
almost winter and there weren’t 
many passengers on-board so the 
Prestige Class Carriage was made 
available complete with bar, charging 
stations, unlimited snacks, tea and 
coffee, a comfortable lounge and 
glass-top carriage. Perfect.

The best hotel I’ve ever stayed in 
was L’Alya Ninh Van Bay in 
Vietnam, booked through an Escape 
travel deal. Staff asked the level of 
service you desired including the 
type of music piped in the room, 
the wine stocked in the minibar and 
the level of attentiveness from the 
butler – yes that’s right, a butler! 
Beautifully appointed villas, 
including a  pool, indoor/outdoor 
shower, indoor swing and views.

rural areas are simply beautiful and 
the cities hum 24/7. Locals are 
extremely welcoming and friendly. 

I manage my currency in multiple 
ways. I carry some cash in small 
denominations, usually some 
Australian cash and the currency of 
the country I’m visiting. I also carry a 
credit card, debit card and a pre-
loaded travel card for emergencies. 

When I’m on the plane I order a gin 
and tonic, put on my noise-cancelling 
headphones and settle in for a movie 
marathon. I take plenty of snacks 
and drink lots of water on the flight. 
I always book a window seat as I love 
seeing colours of a sunrise or sunset.

My packing style is practical. I take 
only what I need for whatever type of 
trip I am taking. Layers are important, 

like a peanut. Not something I would 
order again but interesting to try.

My next destination is a five-week 
trip on the Trans-Mongolian and 
Trans-Siberian railway from Beijing 
to Moscow, then to Norway and 
Iceland, then a few days’ stopover in 
Spain and Hong Kong to break the 
journey back to Australia. This trip 
has been on my wish list for many 
years and I can’t wait.

The place I want to visit most is 
Cuba. I would love to see the vibrant 
coloured buildings and classic 1950s 
cars and experience the beachside 
bars, Cuban music and dancing. 

Some day I would love to teach 
English in Japan and immerse 
myself in the culture. I love the local 
traditions, the food and drink. The 

I N  N E W  Y O R K

and versatile items that can be used 
for more than one purpose are useful, 
for example, I often use a sarong as a 
scarf. I think carefully about the best 
luggage to use. If I am taking lots of 
public transport, I will take a 
backpack but if I am using transfer 
vehicles from airport to hotel, I will 
take a suitcase.

My travel superstitions are always 
buy the local lucky charm and pay 
the donation to enter the church or 
temple – I consider it additional 
travel insurance!

The worst thing that’s happened 
to me while travelling was when I 
was a young, pre-smartphone 
backpacker. I took a bus from 
Madrid to Carcassonne, France. 
In the middle of the night, pouring 
rain, the bus stops and the driver yells 

“Carcassonne”. I get off the bus and 
realise we are in the middle of 
nowhere. I ask how to get to town and 
the bus driver says matter-of-factly 
“your family collects you”. The bus 
left and I trudged to a toll booth 
where workers called a taxi for me. 
The taxi took me to a hostel only to 
find it closed for the winter, tried 
another hostel and it’s under 
construction. With that I get kicked 
out of the cab, walk to the train station 
and buy a ticket to Marseilles. 

The advice I’d give to young 
travellers is look up from your 
phone! Allow yourself to immerse 
yourself in the local culture. I feel 
lucky to have travelled in a time when 
the internet and smartphones were 
non-existent, when you used printed 
maps, guide books and you had to talk 
to others to find out information. 
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HIGHLIGHTS OF SOUTH AMERICA

SAVE UP TO $1,800
PER COUPLE*
20 DAYS FROM $8,695* PP TWIN SHARE

ANTARCTICA & SOUTH AMERICA 
ADVENTURE

SAVE UP TO $2,400
PER COUPLE*
28 DAYS FROM $19,695* PP TWIN SHARE

ANTARCTICA AND 
BRAZIL ADVENTURE

SAVE UP TO $1,600
PER COUPLE*
19 DAYS FROM $15,495* PP TWIN SHARE
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PREMIUM TOURING IN 2020/21
With the perfect balance of the must-see sights, 
free time and many inclusions, Travelmarvel 
offers premium journeys at exceptional value.

§ Fully escorted – services of a dedicated 
Travelmarvel Tour Director with you every 
step of the way 

§ Premium Antarctica cruising – onboard 
MV Ocean Atlantic expedition ship

§ Premium accommodation – relax in 
premium hotels hand-picked for their 
central or unique location

§ Key sightseeing – enjoy key sightseeing 
with expert local guides including Zodiac 
excursions in Antarctica

§ Included – internal fl ights^, most meals, 
airport transfers and tipping
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travelmarvel.com.au/Antarctica2021
Member of 
the APT 
Travel Group

Order your 
free brochure 
today

or contact your 
local travel agent1300 382 013(

*Conditions apply. SEE: travelmarvel.com.au/SpecialDeals for full conditions. Prices are based on per person (pp), AUD, twin share and include port charges where applicable. Prices are correct as at 25 October 2019. Prices are based on IST20: 13 July 2020, ISTANT19: 4 January 2021 (Cat. D on MV Ocean Atlantic) and ISTANT28: 4 January 2021 (Cat. D on MV Ocean Atlantic). Prices 
include savings amount shown. ISTANT19/ISTANT28 are inclusive of an Early Payment Discount of $300 pp. ALL OFFERS: Limited seats/suites and offers on set departures are available and are subject to availability. EARLY PAYMENT DISCOUNT: Valid when you book and pay in full 10 months prior to departure date. DEPOSITS: A non-refundable deposit of $3,000 pp is due within 
7 days of booking. ^INTERNAL FLIGHTS: Surcharges on internal air will apply if not fl ying internationally with LATAM Airlines booked by Travelmarvel. Australian Pacifi c Touring Pty Ltd. ABN 44 004 684 619. ATAS accreditation #A10825. TM-749

All prices are ‘from prices’ and are per person, based on a twin share and were correct at time of going to print, are valid for new bookings only. Prices are inclusive of taxes and port charges. Transfers and gratuities may not be included in the price. Visas are the responsibility of the customer. Cruise1st recommends all travellers purchase travel insurance. 
Itineraries, including hotels, airlines and advertised prices are subject to availability and subject to change/increase at any time. Airfares are based on economy flights. Cross International Dateline may lose/gain a day of the cruise.

BALCONY STATEROOM

HIGHLIGHTS OF JAPAN
TOUR & CRUISE

DIAMOND PRINCESS
16 NIGHTS • 28 JANUARY 2020

Exclusive price from 

$3,399pp

• Return flights from Sydney

• 6 night tour with hotel stays

   in Osaka, Gifu, Matsumoto/

   Suwa and Tokyo

• Highlights: Mt Fuji’s 5th 

   Station & Hakone National.     

   Park, Shirakawa-go & more

• 8 night cruise from Tokyo 

   (Yokohama) visiting Mt Fuji

   ( Shimizu), Kobe, Okinawa,     

   Taipei (Keelung) and Tokyo     

   (Yokohama)

• All meals and entertainment 

   onboard cruise

BALCONY STATEROOM

TAHITI & HAWAII DISCOVERY

MAASDAM
21 NIGHTS • 15 MARCH 2020

Exclusive price from 

$3,899pp
Web Cruise Ref: HALMAA1503

• Return flights from Sydney

• 1 night stay in Papeete

• 19 night cruise from Papeete 

   visiting Huahine, Bora Bora

   (2 days/1 night), Cross 

   International Dateline, 

   Kiritimati (Christmas Island), 

   Cross International Dateline, 

   Lahaina, Hilo, scenic cruising 

   Kilauea Volcano to Kona, 

   Honolulu, Nawiliwili and

   San Diego      

• All meals and 

   entertainment onboard

BALCONY STATEROOM

QUEEN MARY 2
SYDNEY TO CAPE TOWN

QUEEN MARY 2
29 NIGHTS • 06 MARCH 2020

Exclusive price from 

$5,999pp
Web Cruise Ref: CUNQM20603C

• 26 night cruise from Sydney 

   visiting Melbourne, Adelaide, 

   Margaret River (Busselton), 

   Perth (Fremantle), Port 

   Louis (Mauritius), Le Port 

   (Reunion), Durban, Port      

   Elizabeth and Cape Town     

   (overnight in port)  

• All meals and entertainment 

   onboard

• 2 night stay in Cape Town

• One-way flight from 

   Cape Town to Sydney

Call today on  1300 719 243

Cruise1st.com.au
Cruise1st Opening Hours:

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Check out 1000’s more offers at

www.cruise1st.com.au/press-offers
Quote

SYDNEY 

Web Cruise Ref: PRIDI2801T

BALCONY STATEROOM

MYKONOS TO NEW YORK

CARNIVAL RADIANCE
27 NIGHTS • 02 JUNE 2020

Exclusive price from 

$4,899pp
Web Cruise Ref: CARNRD0206M

• Return flights from Sydney

• 5 night stay in Mykonos

• Flight to Barcelona with a 

   3 night stay in Barcelona

• 13 night cruise from 

   Barcelona visiting Cartagena 

   (Murcia), Málaga, Funchal 

   (Madeira), Ponta Delgada, 

   Halifax (Nova Scotia) and 

   New York

• All meals and entertainment 

   onboard

• 3 night stay in New York

BALCONY STATEROOM

LUXURY ROCKIES TOUR
& ALASKA CRUISE

KONINGSDAM
14 NIGHTS • 15 JUNE 2020

Exclusive price from 

$4,799pp
Web Cruise Ref: HALKON1506T

• Return flights from Sydney
• 5 night tour with hotel stays 
   in Calgary, Canmore, Sun 
   Peaks and Whistler 
• Highlights: Banff National 
   Park, Moraine Lake,  Columbia 
   Icefield, Spiral Tunnels,     
   Vancouver tour & more      
• 7 night cruise from Vancouver 
   cruising the Inside Passage 
   & Tracy Arm Inlet to Juneau, 
   Skagway, cruise Glacier Bay to 
   Ketchikan, cruise The Inside 
   Passage to Vancouver      
• All meals and entertainment 
   onboard cruise

BRAND-NEW ROCKIES TOUR!
BALCONY STATEROOM

SOUTHEAST ASIA, 
MALDIVES & THE UAE

NORWEGIAN JADE
22 NIGHTS • 26 FEBRUARY 2020

Exclusive price from 

$2,699pp
Web Cruise Ref: NCLJD2602

• Return flights from Sydney

• 1 night stay in Singapore

• 18 night cruise from     

   Singapore visiting Kuala     

   Lumpur (Port Klang),      

   Langkawi, Phuket (2 days/

   1 night), Sabang, Maldives     

   (Male), Seychelles (Port      

   Victoria, 2 days/1 night),      

   Muscat, Khasab, Abu Dhabi  

   and Dubai

• All meals and entertainment  

   onboard


